
Friday, February 25, 2011 
 
The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose  
Secretary  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First St. NE  
Washington, DC 20426  
 
 
Subject: Stakeholder concerns and comments on the Martin Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 349) 
Integrated Relicensing Process. 
 
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
 
On behalf of the undersigned individuals and organizations, I am writing regarding the Martin Integrated 
Relicensing Process (Martin Project) and to raise concerns that we, as stakeholders, have with the restrictions 
on collaborative opportunities available to stakeholders in the process.  While not mandatory, Alabama Power 
Company has vocally embraced the primary goals of the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP); “Increased 
public involvement” and to “facilitate and encourage cooperation and involvement of as many interested 
stakeholders as early as possible.” Ideas for Implementing and Participating in the Integrated Licensing 
Process (ILP): Tools for Industry, Agencies, Tribes, Non-Governmental Organizations, Citizens, and FERC 
Staff, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Office of Energy Projects, pp 7-8 (February 2006).   
 
Unfortunately, in the Martin Project, these goals have been undermined in an effort to speed through the 
process and to maximize operations for Hydropower utility.  While we appreciate that Alabama Power has 
expended considerable time and resources in hosting the various Martin Interest Group (MIG) meetings, 
merely holding meetings and checking off the requirements of the ILP timeline are not sufficient to ensure 
meaningful stakeholder participation.  We have patiently and diligently participated throughout this process 
and after reviewing the Preliminary License Proposal (PLP), we are uniformly dismayed that so many of our 
interests and concerns have not been adequately addressed. 
   
The signatory stakeholder groups shown below have  interests that are varied, diverse and in some cases 
conflicting, but we feel strongly enough about the future of Lake Martin and the Tallapoosa River to come 
together in this appeal for consideration by FERC. A particularly striking example of the breakdown in the 
process is the collapse of the Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis (MCDA) process in which the MCDA was 
promoted as an opportunity for stakeholders to have a meaningful role in determining potential rule curve 
changes.  One of the stated goals of the MCDA in the MCDA Summary to Stakeholders document is to, 
“Develop an objective and defensible basis for selecting 2 or 3 preferred alternatives that will be further 
evaluated with respect to potential protection, mitigation, and enhancement measures.”  Because non-
applicant stakeholders were excluded from the development of the model, the decision making exercise 
resulted in a significant group of stakeholders being in absolute opposition to a seemingly predetermined 
result.  Alabama Power has since remained recalcitrant in its refusal to re-open the model for meaningful 
stakeholder input.   
 
As we move forward, we sincerely hope that we can work together towards a new license which provides for 
Hydropower while restoring, protecting, and enhancing our Tallapoosa River and Lake Martin.  In accordance 
with this desire we would like set up a meeting between yourself, the utility, and the Stakeholder community 
to discuss these issues and to chart our way though the remainder of the relicensing process.  To schedule a 
meeting, please feel free to contact me at any time at 205.322.6395 or by email at mreid@alabamarivers.org. 



 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mitchell Reid 
Program Director 
Alabama Rivers Alliance 
2027 2nd Ave N., Suite A 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
 
On Behalf of:  
     
 Lake Martin Home Owners and Boat                             Central Elmore Water and Sewer Authority  
Owners Association (HOBOs)                                            Robert L. Prince, Jr                                                     
Jesse Cunningham                                                                 General Manager                                                                            
President                                                                                716 U.S. Highway 231                                   
PO Box 1030                                                                         Wetumpka, Alabama 36093                                                                   
Dadeville, AL  36853                                                             334-567-6814 
256-825-0919 
 
American Rivers                                                                 Tallapoosa River Downstream Landowners 
Matthew Rice                                                                        Group  
Associate Director Southeast Conservation                          Euel A. Screws, Jr. 
1001 Washington Street, Columbia, SC 29201                     W. Thomas Dozier, III 
Phone: 803-771-7206                                                             PO Box 347 
Cell: 803-422-5244                                                                Montgomery, Alabama 36101 
mrice@americanrivers.org                                                    334-567-3188     334-834-1180  
              
Alabama Rivers Alliance, Inc.                                           World Wildlife Fund 
Cindy Lowry, Executive Director                                          Judy Takats 
2027 Second Avenue North, Suite A                                     Senior Program Officer 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203                                                2021 21st Ave S, Ste. 200 
Telephone: (205) 322-6395                                                    Nashville, TN 37212    
www.alabamarivers.org                                                         615-279-1814  
 
 
CC: James F. Crew, Manager, Hydro Services, Southern Company Generation, 600 North 18th Street, 

Birmingham, Al 35291 
 

Jeff Powell, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Daphne ES Field Office, 1208-B Main Street, Daphne, AL 36526 
 
 Tom Littlepage, Alabama Office of Water Resources, 401 Adams Avenue, Suite 434, Montgomery, 

Alabama 36104 
 
 Lynn Sisk, Chief, Water Quality Branch, Water Division, 1400 Coliseum Boulevard, P.O. Box 301463, 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463 
 

J. Chris Greene, Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 64 North Union Street, 
Suite 658, Montgomery, AL 36130 

 
Richard Bronson, President Lake Watch of Lake Martin, P.O. Box 72, Alexander City, AL 35011 


